
Lesson 3: Choosing the right university  

CARD SORT 

Match the keywords to the correct definition. 

Note: A given university is likely to fit more than one of these categories.  

Keyword Definition 

1994 Group University 

Six universities that are based in large industrial cities and gained their 
university status before World War One. They get this name from their 

architecture and industrial heritage. Strictly speaking, the universities are 
Bristol, Birmingham, Liverpool, Leeds, Manchester and Sheffield. However, 

today people often use this name more widely to mean ‘top university’. 

Campus University 

This name refers to the wave of new universities founded in the 1960s in 
the era of the Robbins Report that called for more universities to widen 

access to higher education for a booming population. They get this name 
from their architectural style of plate glass set in steel or concrete, which 

stands in notable contrast to ‘Ancient’ and ‘Red Brick’ universities. 

City University 
A group representing 24 leading UK universities which are committed to 
maintaining high quality research, an outstanding teaching and learning 

experience and links with business and the public sector. 

Collegiate University 
A university that has all its teaching, accommodation  

and research facilities located on one site. 

Plate Glass University 

A university whose functions are divided between a central administration 
and a number of associated colleges. Central buildings are typically used 

for teaching and research, whereas colleges are typically used as 
accommodation for students and staff, as well as some teaching. 

Ancient University 
A university that has its teaching, accommodation and  

research facilities concentrated in an urban area. 

Red Brick University 
A group bringing together 11 UK universities to promote excellence in 

research-based teaching for a high quality student experience.                        
All 11 universities rank in the top 2% of institutions worldwide. 

Russell Group University   
Seven still-existent British and Irish medieval and renaissance universities. 

These universities are some of the oldest in the world and retain their 
architectural style and some of their academic traditions. 

 


