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Lesson 1: What happens after sixth form? 

Lesson outcomes 

Know some of the different options that are open to you after sixth form 

Understand some of the benefits of studying at a top university 

Be able to articulate personal reasons for wanting to go to university and 
recognise the skill set that you need to develop 



Lesson 1: What happens after sixth form? 

Starter activity 

 

 



Lesson 1: What happens after sixth form? 

Main activity 

You have been given a set of cards that contains some of 
the options which are open to you after sixth form and a 
range of generic advantages and disadvantages. 

Your task is to identify some or all of the different options 
which will be open to them after sixth form and match 
advantages and disadvantages to one or more options.  

Note: The advantages and disadvantages may apply to a 
number of different options  

 



Lesson 1: What happens after sixth form? 

Plenary activity 

Imagine that you are sat around the dinner table with your family and you tell 
them that you are going to pursue one of the above options after sixth form. 
How do you think they would respond? 

Working in groups of four you have to justify your to the rest of your “family”. 
The other members of the family will play the roles below and will question 
your choice and your reasons accordingly.  

 

 

Father - Critical - How will you cope? Why are you bothering? 
 
Mother - Practical - How much will it cost? How will you earn money? 
 
Siblings - Emotional - When will I see you? Will you be living at home? 



Lesson 2: Choosing the right course 

Lesson outcomes 

Know two different ways to begin thinking about which course to study 

Understand some of the key factors that might influence your choice 

Be able to apply this reasoning to two pupil profile case studies 



Lesson 2: Choosing the right course 

Starter activity 

Your handout lists some of the factors that might influence 
your decision about what course you choose to study if you 
go to university.  

Think about the relative importance of the factors listed 
below and then put them in order according to the 
Christmas tree shape. 

 



Lesson 2: Choosing the right course 

Main activity 

Read the two pupil profile case studies on page xx-yy.   

Do you think that the pupils in the case studies should 
choose their course according to their current interests              
or their career aspirations? 

Highlight factors from the case studies that you think are 
important to each person’s decision making. 



Lesson 2: Choosing the right course 

Plenary activity 

 



Lesson 3: Choosing the right university 

Lesson outcomes 

Know some of the different types of university that exist 

Understand some of the different factors that contribute to the university 
experience 

Be able to justify a particular university / type of university for each pupil 
profile case study and yourself 



Lesson 3: Choosing the right university 

Starter activity 



Lesson 3: Choosing the right university 

Main activity 

x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

King’s 

College 

London 

The University of Sussex 

The University  

of Warwick 

The University  

of Oxford 

The University  

of Manchester 

King’s College London - As a leading Russell 

Group university, King’s has an excellent record 

in teaching and research. Living in a capital city 

provides lots of opportunities but can be more 

expensive than other options. 

The University of Manchester - Manchester is 

a traditional redbrick university and its research 

tradition has produced 25 Nobel Prize winners! 

A major urban centre in the north of England,  

the city has a thriving arts scene and nightlife. 

The University of Oxford - Oxford is a world 

leading university for research and for teaching. 

It is an example of an ancient university, where a 

collegiate system enables individual tutorial 

learning that is rarely matched elsewhere. 

The University of Warwick - Warwick is well 

known as a campus university, and is based just 

outside Birmingham. Although it was only built 

as recently as 1965, it has grown in size and 

prestige and is a member of the Russell Group. 

The University of Sussex - Sussex’s campus is 

located by the Brighton coast. It is a 1994 Group 

university and is ranked in the UK’s top 20 and 

world’s top 100 universities. It is an example of 

a Plate Glass university built in the 1960s. 



Lesson 3: Choosing the right university 

Plenary activity 

 
Now turn the mirror onto yourself… 

What is important to you in terms of choosing the right university? 

Do you want to go to a city or a campus university? 

Do you want to be close to home, or far away? 

 



Lesson 4: Finances 

Lesson outcomes 

Know the key facts about how to finance a university degree 

Understand the differences between the levels and types of funding available 

Be able to calculate funding needs for the pupil profile case studies 



Lesson 4: Finances 

Starter activity 

Question 
Your                  

answer 

Correct                

answer 

All undergraduate degrees cost £9,000 pa     

Everyone can apply for a grant from Student Finance     

Student loan repayments start once you are earning over £21,000 pa     

It costs more to do a science degree than an arts degree     

Graduates earn an average of £100,000 more over their working life     

Student loans are not available to those with family incomes above £64,000 pa     

Course fees have to be paid before you can register as a student     

Every university offers the same amount in terms of bursaries or fee waivers     

Those with family incomes below £42,000 pa are entitled to a maintenance grant     

All universities provide some form of support for those from low income families     



Lesson 4: Finances 

Main activity 

Your teacher has created an ‘information gallery’ by 
sticking up a number of different sources about how 
university can be financed on the walls of your 
classroom.  

Referring to the pupil profile case studies on pages      
xx-yy, use the sources on the walls to estimate the 
level of financial support that person A and person B 
are eligible for.  



Lesson 4: Finances 

Plenary activity 

Return to your answers to the quiz.  

Have you changed your mind about any of them in light 
of the information gallery? 



Lesson 5: The application process 

Lesson outcomes 

Know key dates on the UCAS application timeline 

Understand why it is important to plan your own route through the UCAS 
application process 

Be able to plan your own UCAS application timeline of events 



Lesson 5: The UCAS application process 

Starter activity 



Lesson 5: The UCAS application process 

Main activity pt 1 

Group the elements of the UCAS 
application process together into stages 
that are relevant to you. 

As well as your personal tastes (e.g. 
instinctive/meticulous) this will look 
different if… 

• You are applying to certain courses 
(e.g. dentistry, medicine and 
veterinary science)  

• You are applying to certain 
universities (e.g. Oxford, Cambridge) 



Lesson 5: The UCAS application process 

Main activity pt 2 

Once you have grouped the elements into stages, split your calendar into time-appropriate sections by 
drawing vertical lines that run from the month at the top to the black line at the bottom.  

This will create a personalised table and you should fill in the boxes you have just created with notes on 
the statements in the left hand column. 

 



Lesson 5: The UCAS application process 

Plenary activity 



Lesson 6: Writing personal statements 

Lesson outcomes 

Know the key information that a personal statement should include 

Understand what admissions tutors are generally looking for in personal 
statements 

Be able to map out an initial plan of your own personal statement 



Lesson 6: Writing personal statements 

Starter activity 

 
vs 



Lesson 6: Writing personal statements 

Main activity 

Use the template in course handbook to begin to brainstorm some of the key information that you 
might want to include in your personal statement.  

 



Lesson 6: Writing personal statements 

Plenary activity 

Decide whether you prefer the Block Style or the Tree Style of writing a personal statement and 
then use your brainstorm to plan out a structure for your personal statement in your preferred 
template.  

or 



Lesson 7: Reviewing personal statements 

Lesson outcomes 

Know where you can get feedback on your personal statement 

Understand what questions can be asked to improve a personal statement 

Be able to review your own personal statement (as well as those of your peers) 



Lesson 7: Reviewing personal statements 

Starter activity 



Lesson 7: Reviewing personal statements 

Main activity 

A common pitfall when reviewing personal statements is 
to ask lots and lots of people for feedback and end up 
getting confused by all the different advice you are 
getting, especially as some of it is likely to be 
contradictory!  

One way of making sure that the advice you get is more 
focused is by drawing up a list of the different areas you 
might like to receive feedback on. To give some examples: 
positives, negatives, subjects, skills and spelling. 

Then think about who will be able to give the best advice 
on each area and ask them to annotate your personal 
statement using different coloured pens.  

(For example, Mr Pink, Mr Yellow, Mr Blue, Mr Orange).  



Lesson 7: Reviewing personal statements 

Plenary activity 

Analyse the ‘wordclouds’ on pages 19 and 23 that relate to the example personal statements.  

Basing your decision solely on the combination of words in the ‘wordclouds’, which do you expect to be 
the best personal statement?  

 


