
Your guide to applying 
to university



This scheme of work has been created in partnership 
between The Brilliant Club, a charity that exists to widen 
access to highly selective universities, the University of 
Sussex, a leading UK and world ‘Top 100’ university, and the 
University of Warwick, a UK ‘Top 10’ university and member 
of the Russell Group of research-intensive universities.

The very fact that you are reading this means you have 
made the first of a number of big decisions regarding 
the next few years of your life… congratulations! 
Applying to university is a long and sometimes 
complicated process which can put some people off 
the idea. Furthermore, some pupils do not always have 
enough information to make strategic decisions about 
what to study, where to study, how to apply or what 
financial support they might be eligible for.

At The Brilliant Club, we want all pupils to be in the 
best position to apply to, and secure a place at, the 
university that best suits them. The purpose of this 
scheme of work is to help guide you through the 
application process and put you in a position to make 
strategic decisions about university. Along the way, we 
encourage you to discuss the choices you are making 
with those around you, your family and friends, and 
we would stress that this handbook is meant as a 
guide rather than a set of directions. Ultimately, it is 
up to you to ask the questions, carry out the research, 
visit the different web links (see bottom right for a few 
to get started) and write your personal statement. 
The most important thing we hope you get from this 
scheme of work is an understanding of the application 
process and a resolve to take responsibility for it. 

Good luck!

Your guide to applying to university Welcome

 Starter activity for lesson 1
For some of you these will be easy questions; for some 
of you they might be totally unanswerable right now! 
Nonetheless, as a first step, it is important that you 
start to think through these questions. Please make 
sure that you write down your answers as we will be 
returning to them at the end of the scheme of work.

Q  What do you want to be doing 18 months   
   from now?

A

Q  5 years from now?

A

www.thebrilliantclub.org

www.sussex.ac.uk

www.warwick.ac.uk

Useful websites

UCAS www.ucas.com

Complete University Guide www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk

Studential www.studential.com

Open Days www.opendays.com

The Student Room www.thestudentroom.co.uk

Brightside www.thebrightsidetrust.org
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What happens after sixth form?

 Main activity
Choose two options which are open to you after 
sixth form and match them with the list of generic 
advantages and disadvantages from the resource 
pack. Once you are settled on your lists then write 
them up on the post-it notes below.

 Plenary
Imagine that you are sat around the dinner table with 
your family and you tell them that you are going to 
pursue one of the above options after sixth form.  
How do you think they would respond?

Father – critical  
‘How will you cope? Why are you bothering?’

Mother – practical  
‘How much will it cost? How will you earn money?’

Siblings – emotional  
‘When will I see you? Will you be living at home?’

Current interests and career aspirations
In his excellent book The HEAP Guide, Brian Heap 
recommends two approaches that pupils can take 
to choosing the right course...

Current interests
The current interests approach is more suitable for 
someone who may not know what job they want in 
the future but is passionate about one (or more) 
subjects or interests that they currently pursue in or 
out of school.

Career aspirations
The career aspirations approach is more suitable for 
someone who has a clear idea of the job they want 
in the future and knows the course(s) that offer a 
pathway for progression into that job.

Choosing the right course

 Starter
Think about the factors listed below and think about 
how important they are in choosing the right course.

Once you have thought about their relative importance, 
put them into order according to the tree shape below.

Most important

More important

Less important Less important

Least important

Less important

More important

Factors

Advice from teachers

How much I enjoy the subject at school

Location of universities where I can study the course

Offers a clear path from the course to a career

Advice from parents

How good I am at the subject at school

Whether or not my friends are doing the course

Salary at the end of the course

Option 1
Advantages

Option 1
Disadvantages

Option 2
Advantages

Option 2
Disadvantages

 Main activity
Read the two pupil profile case studies on pages 14-
15. Do you think that the pupils in the case studies 
should choose their courses according to their current 
interests or their career aspirations?

1) Highlight factors from the case studies that you 
think are important to each person’s decision making.

2) What approach do you think pupil A should 
choose? (Justify your answers).

3) What approach do you think pupil B should 
choose? (Justify your answers). 

 Plenary
Write down three of your current interests and three of 
your career aspirations.

Looking at this list, which approach do you think is 
more useful to you in choosing the right course at this 
stage?

Justify your answer in writing.
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Choosing the right university Finances

 Starter
i) Match the keywords on your handout to the 
definitions in the next column.

ii)  Read through the descriptions underneath and 
highlight three key differences between universities. 

iii) Now identify five more universities by placing an x on 
the map and writing the name in the space at the top.

The University of Sussex
Sussex’s campus is located by the Brighton coast. It is 
a 1994 Group university and is ranked in the UK’s top 
20 and world’s top 100 universities. It is an example 
of a plate glass university built in the 1960s.

The University of Warwick
Warwick is well known as a campus university, and is 
based just outside Birmingham. Although it was only 
built as recently as 1965, it has grown in size and 
prestige and is a member of the Russell Group. It 
regularly scores in the top 10 in UK university league 
tables.

Pupil profile case study A: 
Your university recommendation

Pupil profile case study B: 
Your university recommendation

 Starter
Try to guess the answers to the following true or false 
questions about university finances.

Note: Your teacher should not give you the correct 
answers until the end of the lesson!

 Main activity
Your teacher has created an ‘information gallery’ 
by sticking up a number of different sources about 
how university can be financed on the walls of your 
classroom.

Referring to the pupil profile case studies on pages 
14-15, use the sources on the walls to estimate the 
level of financial support that person A and person B 
are eligible for.

The sources will give you enough information to make 
an estimate but you will not be able to come up with 
an exact figure for each person because of variable 
factors like their choice of course and university.

As an extension activity you can use the information 
sources to check your answer to the true or false quiz.

 Plenary
Return to your answers to the quiz. Have you changed 
your mind about any of them in light of the main 
activity?

Write up a list of three things that you have learned, 
two questions that you still have and one action you 
can take to further your knowledge. You can then 
use this list to form the basis of a discussion that will 
summarise the lesson.
*In 2012/13

QQuestion Your  
answer

Correct 
answer

All undergraduate degrees cost £9,000 pa

Everyone can apply for a grant from Student Finance

Student loan repayments start once you are earning over £21,000 pa

It costs more to do a science degree than an arts degree

Graduates earn an average of £100,000 more over their working life

Student loans are not available to those with family incomes above £64,000 pa

Course fees have to be paid before you can register as a student

Every university offers the same amount in terms of bursaries or fee waivers

Those with family incomes below £42,000 pa are entitled to a maintenance grant*

All universities provide some form of support for those from low income families

King’s College London  
University of Sussex

 

 
 

 

University of Manchester 

University of Warwick 

University of Oxford

 

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

X

X

X
X

X

The University of Oxford
Oxford is a world leading university for research and 
for teaching. It is an example of an ancient university, 
where a collegiate system enables individual tutorial 
learning that is rarely matched elsewhere.

The University of Manchester
Manchester is a traditional redbrick university and 
its research tradition has produced 25 Nobel Prize 
winners! As well as its academic pedigree, the city is a 
major urban centre and has a thriving arts scene and 
nightlife.

King’s College London
As a leading Russell Group university, King’s has an 
excellent record in research and teaching. Living in a 
capital city provides lots of opportunities but can be 
more expensive than other options.

 Main activity
Using the keywords and definitions, the university 
profiles and your existing knowledge, recommend 
universities for the pupil profile case studies on pages 
14-15. 

What type (or types) of university do you think they 
should apply to?

 Plenary
Now turn the mirror onto yourself. What is important to 
you in terms of choosing the right university?

Do you want to go to a city or a campus university? 

Do you want to be close to home, or far away?

Write up a checklist of five non-negotiables and five 
nice-to-haves that you are looking for in an ideal 
university. 
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Get feedback on 
personal statement Attend open days Choose course  

and university
Receive offers  
from universities

Submit application A-Level results day Discuss reference 
with form tutor Check application

Accept or  
decline offers

Draft personal 
statement Attend interview Register with UCAS 

The UCAS application process

 Starter
Put the elements of the applications process into the correct order by drawing an arrow from one box to the next. 
Note: There may be more than one route that might be considered correct.

 Main activity
i)  Group the elements of the UCAS application 
process together into stages that are relevant to you.

ii) Once you have grouped the elements into stages, 
split your calendar into time-appropriate sections 
by drawing vertical lines that run from the month at 

the top to the line at the bottom. This will create a 
personalised table and you should fill in the boxes you 
have just created with notes on the statements in the 
left hand column.

 Plenary
Swap your course handbook with someone else in 
your class and read through their personalised table. 
Give them feedback on whether or not you think their 
schedule is realistic and how it could be improved. 

June July August September October November December January

Main 
outcomes for 
the stage

The main outcome for 
this stage is...

Information 
that you will 
need

I will need to know the 
following information...

Sources of 
support you 
can rely on

I can rely on the 
following support...

Writing personal statements

 Starter
Read through the information about the block style and 
the tree style and discuss with a partner what you think 
the advantages and disadvantages of each style are.

There are two main ways in which you can write a 
personal statement:

Block style
This the most common way of writing a personal 
statement. It is structured clearly into distinct 
paragraphs that each focus on a different type of 
experience or aspiration.

Tree style
This can be more challenging to get right but can flow 
more naturally than a block style personal statement.

The main narrative runs through the ‘trunk’ of the 
personal statement (for example, this might be about 
your passion for your subject) and branches out 
into different areas such as your subjects, skills and 
experiences.

Block style Tree style

   
  A

dv
an

ta
ge

s
   

D
is

ad
va

nt
ag

es

Block style

Why I want to study my chosen degree subject

What I have learned from studying this subject at 
A-Level

What I have learned from studying other subjects at 
A-Level

What I have learned from work experience and extra 
curricular activities

Ideas about career development linked to chosen 
degree subject

Tree style

N
ar

ra
ti

ve

Roots

Career

Subjects

Experience

Skills
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Writing personal statements (continued)

 Main activity
Use the template below to begin to brainstorm 
some of the key information that you might want to 
include in your personal statement. Think about your 
audience; your personal statement will be read by the 
academics who will be your teachers at university if 
your application is successful.  

What do you think they want to know about you?

Your teacher has a copy of the University of Oxford 
Personal Statement Podcast, listen to that to find out 
more.

Writing personal statements (continued)

 Plenary
Decide whether you prefer the Block Style or the Tree 
Style of writing a personal statement and then use 
your brainstorm to plan out an initial structure for your 
personal statement in your preferred template. 

The idea is to sketch out a few bullet points for each 
theme in order to help you write a first draft. At this 
stage it does not have to be great, but it is better to 
have something to work with than nothing at all.

Why I want to study my 
chosen degree subject

What I have learned 
from studying this 
subject at A-Level

What I have learned 
from studying other 
subjects at A-Level

What I have learned 
from work experience 
and extra curricular 
activities

Ideas about career 
development linked to 
chosen degree subject
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Writing personal statements (continued) Reviewing personal statements

 Starter
Choose a set of personal statement excerpts and note 
a good point and a bad point about each one.

Note: As an extension you can apply your learning 
by giving feedback on the full personal statements 
provided on pages 16-23. Your teachers have 
additional copies of these personal statements that 
have been commented on by admissions tutors so 
once you have given your feedback you can check it 
against the experts.

 Main activity
A common pitfall when reviewing personal statements 
is to ask lots and lots of people for feedback and end 
up getting confused by all the different advice you 
are getting, especially as some of it is likely to be 
contradictory! 

‘One way of making sure that the advice you get is 
more focused is by drawing up a list of the different 
areas you might like to receive feedback on and 
restricting each person who reads your personal 

statement to one area. To give some examples: 
positives, negatives, subjects, skills and spelling.

Then think about who will be able to give the best 
advice on each area and ask them to annotate your 
personal statement using different coloured pens. (For 
example, Mr Pink, Mr Yellow, Mr Blue, Mr Orange). 
Once you have received feedback on different areas 
from half a dozen people you should have a lot of 
specific feedback as opposed to a potentially confusing 
or contradictory set of general comments.

 Plenary
Analyse the ‘wordclouds’ on pages 19 and 23 that 
relate to the example personal statements. Basing 
your decision solely on the combination of words in 
the ‘wordclouds’, which do you expect to be the best 
personal statement?

Having thought this through, now sketch out a 
‘wordcloud’ for your ideal personal statement.

Skills Experience

SubjSSubjS ectssSSSubjectsSubjects eereerCaCaCCareerCareer

Roots

N
a

rr
a

ti
ve

Who?

What can they help with?

What did they say?

Who?

What can they help with?

What did they say?

Who?

What can they help with?

What did they say?

Who?

What can they help with?

What did they say?

Note 
This table is just to give you an idea of how you might plan who you receive feedback from and on what. 
Remember, ask a few people to give feedback on specific areas of your personal statement, rather than asking 
for lots of general advice.
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Pupil profile case study A Pupil profile case study B

I go to 6th form at an academy in London which is the 
same place that I did my GCSEs at (I got 6A*s and  
5 As). I have been there for nearly ten years now. I am 
studying history, economics and English at A-Level, and 
I also studied AS-Level drama but I dropped it at the 
end of Year 12. In my AS-Levels I got 2 As (history and 
economics) and 2 Bs (English and drama).

I really like reading about my subjects outside of the 
lessons, and my favourite lessons are the ones where 
we get to debate a topic that we are studying or write a 
long essay about what we have learned this term. I hate 
it when our teachers just tell us to learn facts or dates 
or something like that, which they used to do in maths 
and science all the time.

Being honest, I’m a bit worried about going to university, 
although I’m wouldn’t tell any of my friends as they all 
seem very confident about it. I don’t really want to move 
out of my home, and I know I’ll miss out on stuff that’s 
going on with my friends who aren’t going to university 
while I’m away. I play table tennis at a local club every 
Saturday and I don’t want that give up, and I also have 
to help my parents out during the week to look after my 
younger brothers in the evening while they are at work. 

They both work shifts but they don’t earn much money, 
I think its about £25,000 a year between them. Neither 
mum nor dad went to university, but they say that I 
should go so that I can get a better job than they did! 
My dad is trying to persuade me to do a degree that 
will lead to a well paid job but I’m not really sure what 
I should take. As much as I love history I can’t really 
imagine working as a historian so I’m not sure if it’s the 
type degree I should be looking at. 

Despite being worried about it, I do think deep down 
that I would like to go to university. One of my cousins 
is at UCL doing a Masters degree in Law at the moment 
and she says it’s amazing. She did her undergraduate 
degree there and wanted to carry on because she 
enjoyed it so much. She thinks she’ll go on to be a 
lawyer and apparently they earn loads of money.

The idea of studying something brand new does sound 
good, and I think it is something that I would like to 
do in the future if I get to university. I’ve spoken to the 
Head of sixth form and he said that with my grades I 
should be looking to apply to one of the ‘top universities’ 
and possibly even a scholarship from whichever 
university I apply to. 

There’s a lot to figure out before the deadlines, and I’m 
not 100% sure where to turn for advice but I am looking 
forward to the idea of going to university so I hope 
things fall into place over the next year! 

I go to a decent college in Macclesfield, which is just 
south of Manchester. It’s about 20 minutes on the 
train from where I actually live, which doesn’t sound 
too far, but there are always delays on the line which 
is annoying as I’m often late for lessons and end up 
missing out.

I did pretty well at GCSEs (I got As in English and 
double science, and a B in maths) but know I could 
have done better if I’d actually put my mind to it and 
worked hard, which is what I’m trying to doing now! I’m 
studying biology, chemistry and geography at A-Level 
and I also did maths at AS-Level. In my AS-Levels I 
got 3 Bs in biology, chemistry and geography and a 
C in maths. I know my grades aren’t amazing but my 
science teachers think I can get two As if I really put 
my mind to it.

I really like the lab work and problem solving we do in 
chemistry, especially when I can prove that my teacher 
has made a mistake! I also like reading topical stuff 
like Ben Goldacre’s Bad Science book. He makes 
medical science interesting and brings it to life. I don’t 
always understand what he’s talking about but I would 
like to know more!

I’m really looking forward to going to university and 
the job that I’m going to get after it. I know that I want 
to go and work in healthcare of some sort, maybe as 
a doctor or for a big pharmaceuticals company like 
GlaxoSmithKline, my uncle works there and he says it 
is a really good job.

I can’t wait to move out of home, and I’m looking 
forward to joining all the sports clubs and societies 
and meeting so many new people. The one thing that 
I am worried about though is paying for university. I 
want to do a chemistry degree, which are often four 
years rather than three. I’m also looking into doing a 
sandwich course to hopefully earn some money, or 
perhaps apply to a course that has a year of research 
at the end to get some experience for my CV. Either 
way, it’s going to cost loads. 

I know that there are grants and loans available, and 
some of these depend on how much your parents earn 
or if your parents went to university themselves. I had 
a pretty awkward chat with my mum the other week 
about this but I needed to make sure I could apply for 
some of the additional funding that is available. I found 
out that she earns about £30,000 a year, which I 
know sounds like a lot, but isn’t really when she has to 
look after me, my brother and my dad who has a bad 
back and can’t work very much. I think this means that 
I am eligible for bursaries, but I need to check it out 
properly. It’s on my ‘to do list’ along with a few other 
things.

Anyway, I know what I’ve got to do. I’ve got my 
personal statement pretty much done, although I 
should probably show it someone before I submit it on 
the UCAS website. I’ve looked at a few universities on 
the internet to see which universities offer the kind of 
things I’m looking for, I just need to make sure I get 
some decent grades now!
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B
Example personal statements Example personal statements

AHistory personal statement A
History and politics have had a profound impact on my 
outlook. From childhood, the tangible history I found 
in castles, museums and family photographs appealed 
uniquely to my imagination. As I grew up my interest 
in the past introduced me to the political traditions 
and ideas of my community, and the study of politics 
became equally absorbing. Both subjects retain their 
fascination for me, the extent of their interrelation 
making them a perfect platform for a more complete 
understanding of our world and its future.

My A Level studies have confirmed my commitment to 
history and politics, and encouraged me to challenge 
and expand upon my perceptions of the subjects. 
The diversity of historical opinion I have discovered, in 
Kershaw’s historiographical surveys for instance, has 
particularly interested me, and led me to explore texts 
on historical theory including Carr’s What is History? 
Peter Clarke’s Hope and Glory drew my attention 
to the historical roots of contemporary political 
problems, as well as the timeless themes of politics. 
The more explicitly human aspect of the disciplines 
similarly enthuses me, and I have enjoyed reading 
biographies such as Strachey’s Queen Victoria and 
Paul Routledge’s Mandy, finding them insightful as 
well as enjoyable. University lecture days, talks from 
local politicians, and visits to Westminster and the 
Welsh Assembly have all been valuable and stimulating 
experiences, allowing me to engage in my proposed 
area of study guided by my growing curiosity.

My greater involvement in the school community has 
been a rewarding aspect of sixth form life. As well 
as being a prefect, I have been active in the Year 12 
charity committee and have participated in the ‘Toe-
by-Toe’ reading scheme. For the past year I have been 
editor of the school newspaper, requiring of me the 
ability to work in a team and to deal with pressures 
of time. This role, along with my position as secretary 
of the school council, has seen me develop greater 
flexibility in my written style. I have particularly enjoyed 
competing for my school’s debating team at local 
and regional levels, which has taught me to research, 
structure and maintain a line of argument.

A highlight of the past year has been participating in a 
French exchange programme, developing my linguistic 
and communicative skills. I find experiencing different 
ways of life through travel fascinating, and hope to 
organise an independent trip to Paris with my French 
class later in the year. Outside school, my interests in 
art and literature are a helpful balance to my academic 
work. I have also been a member of Circus Eruption, 
a group working with able-bodied and disabled young 
people through the medium of circus skills, for six 
years.

I have a real passion for current affairs and it is my 
long term ambition to go into journalism; a career 
in which the unique insight into society provided 
by the combination of history and politics would be 
invaluable. I have already completed a week of work 
experience at a local newspaper, during which I had 
two independently researched articles published, and 
which I hope to follow-up with further placements 
during a gap year. This break would allow me to travel 
more widely, consolidate my skills in French, learn a 
further European language or work abroad, and would 
equip me with skills and experiences that could only 
enrich my time at university. 

Please note: the example personal statements 
are not meant to be perfect. They all have 
strengths and weaknesses and it is up to you to 
work out what you think they are.

History personal statement B
I have always been interested in the study of historical 
ideas and interpretations. I consider myself to be 
highly focused on the concept of history and believe 
that studying this at university would further both 
my knowledge and interest into the subject. I enjoy 
reading varying interpretations of significant events by 
historians such as Asa Briggs, Robert K Massie and 
Richard Pipes. It is for these reasons that I see myself 
as an ideal student for history at university.

During my comprehensive education I have worked 
hard both in and out of school to achieve grades set 
by my teachers and myself. I have also taken a keen 
interest in activities to help and promote my school; 
this has resulted in me being appointed as a senior 
prefect. My duties within this role are to organise 
fundraisers for both sixth form funds and charitable 
purposes. I thoroughly enjoy this role within the school 
and try to exceed the expectations of my duties at 
all times. For the end of this academic year I have 
organised a Big Brother style event in aid of several 
charities. Through this work I feel that I have gained 
invaluable inter-personal skills which will undoubtedly 
help me throughout higher education.

For my work experience, I undertook a placement 
with the local branch of Nationwide Building Society. I 
was required to complete tasks that included general 
administrative work along with customer service. 
Throughout this time I had to be motivated, reliable, 
and confident when dealing with customers and their 
queries. Consequently I was awarded the Ewart Prior 
cup for my achievement during this placement.

Outside of school I also have a part time job in a local 
supermarket. For the last three years I have been 
dedicated to the job and worked hard for the various 
levels of further training set by the company. My 
role within the company requires me to be a highly 
motivated team player; I believe I fulfil this role to 
the best of my ability. I enjoy providing a high level 
of customer service which customers can rely on. I 
believe my experiences in the workplace have taught 
me valuable organisational skills, and given me the 
ability to relate well with people, which I believe would 
be of benefit in the world of work and university.

In my spare time I enjoy visiting places of interest 
such as museums and exhibitions on various Historical 
periods. I have a keen interest in reading about both 
British and European history. Along with this I try to 
broaden my knowledge on the 19th century to get a 
copious overview of the political situation during this 
period. Additionally I use my spare time to look at 
new methods and practices for my sixth form such as 
fundraisers and other social events. I believe that my 
pastimes have helped to confirm my aspirations for the 
future.

This statement shows that I am a dedicated, strong 
minded individual which I believe makes me suitable 
for an undergraduate course in history. 

Please note: the example personal statements 
are not meant to be perfect. They all have 
strengths and weaknesses and it is up to you to 
work out what you think they are.
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C
Example personal statements Example personal statement word clouds

History personal statement C
Arthur Marwick wrote that ‘because everything has 
a history, history as a body of knowledge and as a 
discipline covers everything.’ The mental conditioning 
one undergoes throughout a history degree is what 
sets it apart. The skills developed, particularly in 
selecting, harmonising and presenting information, 
are valuable throughout one’s career, whether it be 
a continued involvement in academia or in law, the 
latter being a career path which I have researched 
extensively.

My A Level courses on post-WWI Germany, Britain in 
the early 1900s, modern Russia and the Korean and 
Vietnam Wars have truly encapsulated the history I 
wished to study. The after-effects of these periods 
are still visible in society today and the understanding 
I have gained during the course has allowed me to 
fully appreciate why society is shaped the way it is. 
Although this is applicable to all history, the wealth of 
contemporary sources at hand and relative modernity 
meant that I felt I had a clearer picture of the world in 
which they lived, and could associate with the values 
of those I studied.

My initial interest in history arose as a result of a 
series of circumstances. Living very near to England’s 
oldest recorded town, Colchester, I have been able 
to visit the castle, built by William the Conqueror and 
the Roman temple it was built over. My birthplace, 
Dachau, in Bavaria, allowed me to visit places such 
as Neuschwanstein Castle built by Ludwig II. The 
richness of the history I grew up in furthered my 
desire to learn more about it. Dachau also has the 
unfavourable reputation of having one of the first Nazi 
concentration camps. I visited them as a child, not 
fully understanding what they represented; my return 
visit two years ago deeply chilled me. I asked myself 
‘How could people let this happen?’ It is conundrums 
such as these which sparked my interest in History.

A truly hands-on appreciation of history is often a 
feature of my family holidays. I have visited many 
places of historical interest including Chichen Itza 
in Mexico, where I was awed by the ruins of the 
fabulously preserved Mayan city with its grimly fabulous 
tales. In France I visited the Palace at Versailles and 
stood in the Hall of Mirrors, a place where the First 

World War was formally ended. It was a profound 
experience that helped me to fully appreciate the 
history I was studying.

History-based activities have taken up a large amount 
of my free time. As an avid reader, many of the books 
I read are based on historical events. Works such as 
Tyrant by Manfredi, detailing the life of Dionysius of 
Syracuse are fascinating. When I have finished them, 
I find myself compelled to research the subjects more 
thoroughly. The case of Dionysius was particularly 
gripping as the portrayal of him is wholly subjective, 
many, including Dante in his divine comedy, saw him 
as a cruel and vindictive tyrant whereas Manfredi sees 
him as a ‘great protagonist’. Historiography of any sort, 
whether it be the debates on the Duke of Somerset 
in the reign of Edward VI between historians such as 
A. F. Pollard and M.L. Bush, or the views on Stalin’s 
Russia, has become of particular interesting to me 
and something which has been developed during my A 
Levels.

Besides reading, I enjoy playing guitar and whilst I have 
not yet played in a band, I hope to find likeminded 
individuals at university. Of my hobbies, I am most 
interested in cricket, playing all matches for one of 
the school teams. This has led to me joining a club 
for the upcoming season and I hope that I will be 
able to continue this passion at university. I have also 
been an avid member of the Air Training Corps, quickly 
attaining the rank of Cadet Sergeant. Soon I became 
the most senior NCO on the squadron, allowing me to 
represent my wing at an overseas camp at in Germany. 
My experiences were manifold, it brought my drive and 
determination to the fore and the discipline of the ATC 
has stood me in good stead during my GCSE and A 
Level revision!

Please note: the example personal statements 
are not meant to be perfect. They all have 
strengths and weaknesses and it is up to you to 
work out what you think they are.

History personal statement A 

History personal statement B 

History personal statement C 
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Chemistry personal statement A
I am currently studying A Levels in Maths, Further 
Maths, Chemistry, Physics and General Studies, and 
studied Music to AS Level. The workload for 6 AS 
Levels has been quite high, and my ability to cope with 
this busy schedule shows I am able to cope well under 
pressure. This was also reflected in my achievement of 
99% in my AS Physics results, 98% in AS Chemistry, 
full marks in General Studies and over 90% in what 
was effectively a Maths A Level course. Currently I 
am particularly interested in chemistry, as I enjoy 
discovering more about the individual characteristics 
of each element, for example the extremely reactive 
nature of the gases fluorine and chlorine and the 
versatile nature of carbon, in the compounds it can 
form and the allotropes it exists in.

My achievement in these subjects has been marked by 
receiving certificates of achievement in Further Maths, 
Chemistry and Physics. In Maths I received a silver 
award in the UK Senior Maths Challenge shortly into 
the Maths course. I was also a member of my college 
team who competed in a national maths contest in 
Birmingham.

While at school, my responsibility was shown by my 
position of steward, a post similar to a prefect, in my 
final year. At college I have acted as a guide on the 
college open evenings and at a Year 10 Sampling Day. 
For my work experience at high school I worked in a 
pharmacy. From this I was able to develop my inter-
personal skills as well as having some opportunity to 
observe how a pharmacy operates.

At school I was a member of several bands and at 
college I have joined the Brass Group and the band, 
where I play the trombone. I am also a member of the 
Eccleston Brass Band which rehearses twice weekly 
and Lancashire Students’ Concert Band, a prestigious 
ensemble. These activities give me the chance to work 
as part of a team and to experience the enjoyment of 
making music, which I also was able to experience last 
year in an AS Music course, in which I achieved a B 
grade. For relaxation I play the piano, in which I have 
recently passed my Grade 7.

I aim to work hard in my degree course and 
consequently to discover which field of science I 
develop most flair and ability. Following this I aim to 
go into a job related to science, possibly in research. 
So far my chief interest is in theoretical work, although 
I am also keen to research through experiments and 
develop my practical skills.

Please note: the example personal statements 
are not meant to be perfect. They all have 
strengths and weaknesses and it is up to you to 
work out what you think they are.

Chemistry personal statement B
Chemistry is in my opinion the most important of 
the sciences today. As a science of matter and 
its properties, chemistry can be applied to almost 
any situation from forensics through medicine to 
environmental sustainability. It is this practical side 
of chemistry that has made me want to study it at 
university. I am particularly interested in organic 
chemistry and I enjoy working out the outcomes 
of various reactions and naming the products with 
systematic nomenclature. Another aspect of chemistry 
that I am interested in is quantum chemistry which has 
a strong overlap with some of my favourite modules 
of Physics. I am drawn to its often theoretical and 
experimental nature.

My studies in geography and world development 
have stimulated an interest in green chemistry. I feel 
that this is very important due to climate change and 
other environmental issues that affect us. Research in 
making processes more sustainable and less harmful 
to the environment is crucial to contributing to the 
future of the planet.

I have gained the position of subject ambassador for 
chemistry; which involves representing the chemistry 
department during open evenings and helping out 
fellow classmates with their work. Within the open days 
I have demonstrated experiments to future students 
and their parents, helping them to understand the 
content of the course and whether they should take 
chemistry as an A Level subject. I have also been 
nominated by my school for the University of Oxford 
Chemist of the Year award, due to my attitude and 
achievements. During my ISAs I demonstrated a strong 
practical ability and achieved full marks for my practical 
skills. This reflects my ability to work independently 
and my competence at handling lab apparatus. I also 
volunteer to help out in a chemistry lesson once a 
week; this is an excellent opportunity to help others 
and put my knowledge to practical use.

I am reading The Problems of Chemistry by W. Graham 
Richards and The Consumer’s Good Chemical Guide 
by John Emsley both of which have stimulated my 
interest in practical applications of Chemistry. Another 
book Chemistry: Facts, Patterns and Principles by W.R. 
Kneen adds to my general knowledge of Chemistry. I 

have also joined the Royal Society of Chemistry. My 
studies in maths and physics both provide me with 
subject matter, problem solving and calculating skills 
that support my primary interest in chemistry.

I have excelled at all of my chosen subjects and have 
demonstrated a commitment and ability to work above 
the average level in each one. For example during my 
GCSEs I was picked as one of the top ten geographers 
in my year to take an AS in World Development a year 
early. While taking my A2 in World Development last 
year I researched and wrote a report on a local wind 
farm. This project was a good opportunity to work on 
my own initiative and helped me develop important 
communication and analysis skills. I also represented 
Kenya in a Model UN General Assembly conference 
where I learned about other cultures and gained an 
insight into world politics.

Outside school I have an enthusiasm for the sport of 
dog agility. My dogs and I have won many competitions 
and we have competed at Crufts and other major 
events. I also train and work with dogs for other 
people. This is a considerable responsibility, but 
one that I enjoy. I also have experience caring for a 
disabled child which has made me more mature. In 
common with my friends, I enjoy music and travel. 
I have played the drums in several bands and have 
backpacked through a number of countries, including 
Brazil, Peru and Thailand. I hope to take advantage 
of the social opportunities at university as well as the 
academic ones.

In summary, my skills and experiences make me well 
suited to study chemistry at university. I intend to 
tackle the course with the same determination and 
interest that I have shown to date and to make a 
significant contribution during my studies.

Please note: the example personal statements 
are not meant to be perfect. They all have 
strengths and weaknesses and it is up to you to 
work out what you think they are.
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Chemistry personal statement C
Having been raised by a paramedic and a 
pharmaceutical rep, I think my interest in science 
was probably inevitable. It’s a discipline that I’ve 
been exposed to all my life, and a natural thirst for 
knowledge drives me forward through it. My favourite 
branch of science has always been chemistry. I’ve 
found it a subject that comes naturally to me, 
something that appeals to my sense of logic. I enjoy 
the subject so much that A Level Chemistry is as much 
for my own pleasure as it is relevant to what I want to 
do in later life.

That vision I have of what I want to do is broad, 
perhaps, but definite. A pharmaceutical lab seems to 
me the ideal environment to be practical, looking for 
the means to help what could be thousands of people 
in their daily lives.

I’d like to think that I’m dedicated, hard-working 
and capable while also staying friendly and fun. 
Being a Prefect for the school, as well as assisting 
in chemistry classes lower down the school, is giving 
me an opportunity to be responsible for others as well 
as myself. I am a member of both the Charity and 
Treasury Committees, and these are also giving me 
a good understanding of team dynamics and how to 
work well with others, expanding on my experience 
with teams within the school. As captain of the Top of 
the Bench Chemistry team I was privileged to attend 
the regional final of the competition, in which our 
school team took second place. I have also been an 
active member of the Debating Club for five years 
now, and this year will compete in both the ESU Mace 
and Donald Dewar competitions. Although this year 
is proving to be an extremely busy one, I have been 
sure to make time for my friends also, because the 
important people in my life are the most valuable 
things I have.

I enjoy the performance arts, both on and off stage. 
I have attended the Perth Youth Theatre for three 
years and with them have performed several plays 
to a paying audience, as well as being a member of 
Auchterarder’s highly successful Senior Choir. Out of 
the spotlight I’ve become interested in lighting design, 
having been introduced to it in drama, and have 
taken on the role of providing lighting for the school’s 
upcoming ‘Battle Of The Bands’ event.

Outside school I took a ten-week course in Forensic 
Science at Edinburgh University last year, largely as 
a matter of interest. As this is such popular subject 
matter on television programs I elected to see what 
really goes on. It was a valuable experience, giving 
me insight not only into the subject but the way that 
university courses and tutorials are taught.

Since picking up art as a subject this year I’ve really 
started to get into it as a hobby. I enjoy drawing, and 
am gradually getting more comfortable with painting. 
My main passion in my free time, however, is creative 
writing. It only became a real hobby for me after I was 
awarded Second Prize in Scotland for the Pushkin 
Prizes, and has stuck with me ever since. The rest 
of my time I spend with friends or reading, I’ve never 
been keen on the old classics, but my taste in books 
is pretty eclectic. I enjoy the nineteenth and twentieth 
century Russian authors, but equally the writing of 
Steven King and Robin Cook.

The most important thing to me this year, however, 
hobbies aside, is completing my A Levels to a high 
standard. This is the challenge I have taken on, and 
one I intend to give my all. 

Please note: the example personal statements 
are not meant to be perfect. They all have 
strengths and weaknesses and it is up to you to 
work out what you think they are.l

Example personal statement word clouds

Chemistry personal statement A 

Chemistry personal statement B 

Chemistry personal statement C 
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Have questions or ready to book activities?
Whether you’d like to know more about our various activities 
or you’re ready to make a booking, please contact our team 
on the details below or visit our website:

E participate@sussex.ac.uk 
T (01273) 873629 
www.sussex.ac.uk/study/wp   D
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